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The K of C’s will meet the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in
the Parish Hall All Knights, past Knights or men interested in becoming a
Knight are encouraged to attend.

Knight's Next Meeting will be Thursday, July 17, 2025

Deceased Knights upcoming Masses
August 7—Don Curtiss ~ September 4—Bruce Davis

Happy birthday to these Knights born in July!
Richard Chaves, Ryan Chaves, Al Hausotter,
Gordon Krook, Duncan Mackenzie, Scott
Sherman, Paul Stiefvater, Marco Vela
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DAUGHTERS OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
The next meeting is scheduled for July 24th in the

Parish Hall. All women of the parish are invited
and encouraged to attend.

Louise Polumbo will be celebrating her 100" birthday on July 23",
Think about all the changes she has seen in her life time from the
depression to the space age. Louise is a longtime member of St.
Francis de Sales parish and is currently living at Grace Assisted Living
in Boise, Idaho. Lets shower her with birthday greetings: Her
address is: Louise Palumbo, Grace Assisted Living, 250 Allumbaugh
Way, Room #181, Boise, ID 83709.

The current fundraising committee for our 2nd
annual Fall Fest event on Sept 20, is looking
for individuals that are interested in helping us.
We need all the help that we can get, so put
on your fundraising hat and join us. For more
information, please contact Dawn or Ann at the office. Our next meeting
will be Wednesday , July 15, 2025 at 5:00 PM in the Parish Hall. All who
are interested helping, please attend.

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
“The Lily of the Mohawk”

First Native American Saint
Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656 in the
Mohawk village of Ossernenon, just a few
miles west of present-day Auriesville, New
York. Her Mohawk name, Tekakwitha, means
“she who bumps into things.”

When Kateri was about four years old, her
parents and younger brother died in a
smallpox outbreak. Kateri survived the illness,
but she was left with facial scars, damaged
eyesight, and poor health. Kateri was adopted
by her aunt, and her childhood was typical for
a young Mohawk woman. She learned how to
process animal pelts and make clothing from them; weave mats, baskets,
and boxes from plant fibers; and plant, tend, harvest, and cook the crops
that fed her community.

Kateri was about ten years old when her village was attacked by
French colonists. Kateri and her family were forced to flee into the woods.
To end the fighting, the Mohawk agreed to allow French Jesuit missionaries
into their territory. The missionaries hoped to convert the Mohawk to
Catholicism. Many Mohawk were hostile to the missionaries because the
missionaries wanted the Mohawk to give up their traditions. Kateri’s older
cousin converted and moved away a few years before the missionaries
arrived, so her uncle forbade her from speaking to the missionaries who
visited their village. In 1669 the Mohawk were attacked by the Mabhican, a
neighboring tribe that wanted to take control of the fur trade. Kateri and
other young Mohawk women worked alongside Jesuit missionaries to care
for the sick and wounded. The missionaries’” work and teachings during this
difficult time made a strong impression on Kateri. Kateri was baptized in
1676. She took the name Kateri in honor of Saint Catherine. Kateri’s
community did not support her conversion. After enduring six months of
ridicule and accusations of witchcraft from neighbors in her village, Kateri
took the advice of her spiritual advisor and moved to the Jesuit settlement
of Kahnawake. She experimented with ritual fasting (not eating or drinking),
self-mortification (deliberately injuring the body to make up for sins), and
asceticism (extreme self-denial), all with the intention of bringing herself
closer to God. Kateri was inspired to engage in these rituals after hearing
stories of several Catholic saints, but these kinds of practices were common
in Mohawk spiritual life. It is likely that she would have been familiar with
such ideas since childhood.

The extreme punishments Kateri inflicted on herself did not help her
already poor health. Within a few years, Kateri’s body had been pushed to
its limits. On August 17, 1680 Kateri died surrounded by the entire
Kahnawake community. Everyone who witnessed her death later swore
that within minutes her smallpox scars disappeared, and her skin became
radiant. They interpreted this as a miracle and a sign that Kateri was a saint
and built a chapel in her honor.

Today Kateri’s legacy is contested. Catholics celebrate her as a symbol
of their religion’s power to transform lives. But some members of the
Mohawk community see her as a victim of the forces of colonization.
Regardless of the interpretation of her story, her life demonstrates the way
life changed for Indigenous women after the arrival of European colonists.

Pope John Paul Il beautified Kateri in 1980 and in October of 2012 she
was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI. (This taken from an article by Women
and the American Story)

Coffee Hour Schedule

July 13—Ryan & Emoke Marvin
July 20—Julie Thorstad & Sarah Kennedy
July 27—Geno & Laura Bates
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**If you would like to help with social hour, please contact the office. Thank you!

Church Greeters Schedule

July 13—The Armstrong Family
July 20— Ryan & Emoke Marvin
July 27—The Swart & Dechant Families
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